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NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope 
Deployment
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Technical	Progress:	Telescope	Complete
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6.5	Meter	Optic
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Sunshield	Validation	Article	- Deployed
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Sunshield	Installation	in	Membrane	
Stack	
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Cover	Rollout	for	Integration
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Integrated	Flight	Sunshield	
Membranes
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Sunshield	Layers	Tensioned	
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Sunshield	Layers	Tensioned	
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Sunshield	Layers	Tensioned	
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Sunshield	Flight	Layer	3
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James	Webb	Space	Telescope

• Named for 2nd NASA 
Administrator

• 6.5m Telescope
• Launch in 2018 to L2
• Successor to Hubble & Spitzer
• 4 instruments - infrared
• Complementary to future planned 

ground-based telescopes

• NASA + ESA + CSA: 15 countries
• Lead: Goddard Space Flight Center 

(GSFC)
• Prime: Northrop Grumman
• Operations: STScI
• Senior Project Scientist: Nobel 

Laureate John Mather
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