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3:00pm - 3:30pm Interview: The Future of Healthcare After the Election

Health care is shaping up to be one of the top issues of the 2020 presidential race. And with 
tens of thousands of Americans losing their health insurance to a coronavirus-induced 
recession, fears of inadequate or nonexistent health care coverage have never been 
greater. People ask, “Where am I going to get health insurance and how much is it going to 
cost me?” Each presidential candidate offers a very different view of the future of healthcare. 
President Trump promised to “come up with a great health plan,” one that would repeal the 
Affordable Care Act but replace it with something better while maintaining its biggest selling 
point: protecting people with pre-existing medical conditions. Joe Biden is pushing to build 
and expand on the Affordable Care Act. As for the COVID pandemic, Biden's proposals 
emphasize the role of the federal government leading the response, while Trump has 
delegated much to the states. What’s in store for the future? Join MIT’s Jonathan Gruber, 
Professor of Economics, for an interview on the Future of Healthcare After the Election.
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Randall S. Wright is a program director with MIT's Industrial Liaison Program. He manages 
the interface between the managements of companies, headquartered in the United States 
and Europe, and the senior administration and faculty of MIT.

As a program director for MIT, he convenes teams of researchers and faculty members to 
provide on-going emerging technology intelligence and strategic advice for the world's 
leading technology companies. He is a sought-after speaker, delivering keynote speeches 
focused on emerging technology opportunities and challenges, and counter-intuitive insights 
in executive panels and discussions. Randall draws on extensive experience advising 
executives on a range of emerging technology areas including digital transformation, big 
data, robotics, green buildings, water efficiency, energy storage, biofuels, advanced 
materials, and manufacturing. He provides navigation and recommendations on the 
emerging technologies and adoption landscapes critical to future business growth, as well as 
creation, development, and execution of programs of research between industry and MIT.

Randall has been bestowed by Federal President of Austria Dr. Heinz Fischer with the 
decoration Cross of Honor in Gold for Services to the Republic of Austria for his "outstanding 
contribution to the development of relations between Austria and MIT".

Prior to MIT, Randall was a marketing manager for Pfizer, Inc., a major U.S. 
pharmaceuticals company. He was also a strategic planning analyst for Pennzoil Company--
a Fortune 500 oil and natural resources company. Randall is an invited lecturer at 
Northeastern University's Executive M.B.A. Program where he lectures on innovation and 
corporate strategy. His column Innovation Counterculture looks at ideas and perspectives on 
strategy, organization, and thinking to help executives connect to the world of innovation 
outside their organizations and he is published regularly in Research-Technology 
Management, the award-winning journal of the Industrial Research Institute.
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Dr. Jonathan Gruber is the Ford Professor of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, where he has taught since 1992. He is also the Director of the Health Care 
Program at the National Bureau of Economic Research, and the former President of the 
American Society of Health Economists. He is a member of the Institute of Medicine, the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the National Academy of Social Insurance, and 
the Econometric Society. He has published more than 175 research articles, has edited six 
research volumes, and is the author of Public Finance and Public Policy, a leading 
undergraduate text, Health Care Reform, a graphic novel, and Jump-Starting America: How 
Breakthrough Science Can Revived Economic Growth and the American Dream (with Simon 
Johnson). In 2006 he received the American Society of Health Economists Inaugural Medal 
for the best health economist in the nation aged 40 and under.

During the 1997-1998 academic year, Dr. Gruber was on leave as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Economic Policy at the Treasury Department. From 2003-2006 he was a key 
architect of Massachusetts’ ambitious health reform effort, and in 2006 became an inaugural 
member of the Health Connector Board, the main implementing body for that effort. During 
2009-2010 he served as a technical consultant to the Obama Administration and worked 
with both the Administration and Congress to help craft the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. In 2011 he was named “One of the Top 25 Most Innovative and Practical Thinkers 
of Our Time” by Slate Magazine. In both 2006 and 2012 he was rated as one of the top 100 
most powerful people in health care in the United States by Modern Healthcare Magazine.
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