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9:00am - 9:05am MIT Startup Exchange
Rebecca Xiong

Program Director, MIT Startup Exchange

Rebecca Xiong

Program Director, MIT Startup Exchange

Dr. Rebecca Xiong joined Corporate Relations as Program Director, Startup Exchange in 
October 2018.

Dr. Xiong comes to Corporate Relations with more than 15 years of experience in the MIT 
Startup Ecosystem, having co-founded and worked at multiple MIT startups. Most recently, 
as Co-founder and Chief Scientist at SocMetrics, she leads product management, data 
science, and machine learning for SocMetric’s personalization and marketing campaign 
products. Before SocMetrics, Xiong co-founded Going.com. Going.com connected people 
via local events to enhance their offline social life, and through Rebecca’s leadership grew to 
1M members, tens of millions of monthly pageviews, and finally its acquisition by AOL. 
Before these two entrepreneurial endeavors, Xiong held positions as Product Marketing 
Manager (DataPower, acquired by IBM), Senior Program Manager (Performaworks, 
acquired by Workscape), and Team Lead (Akamai Technologies). She also has research 
experience at Microsoft, Silicon Graphics, and Xerox Palo Alto Research Center.

Dr. Xiong earned her B.S. in Computer Science at the University of California at Berkeley, 
and her Ph.D. in Computer Science at the Media Lab at MIT with her thesis “Visualizing 
Information Spaces to Enhance Social Interaction." She was a National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Fellowship Recipient. She holds multiple patents and is very involved in the 
community, as the Lead Organizer of the Cambridge Parent Summit.

About MIT Startup Exchange

MIT Startup Exchange actively promotes collaboration and partnerships between MIT-
connected startups and industry. Qualified startups are those founded and/or led by MIT 
faculty, staff, or alumni, or are based on MIT-licensed technology. Industry participants are 
principally members of MIT’s Industrial Liaison Program (ILP).

MIT Startup Exchange is a community of over 1,900 MIT-connected startups with roots 
across MIT departments, labs and centers; it hosts a robust schedule of startup workshops 
and showcases, and facilitates networking and introductions between startups and corporate 
executives.

STEX25 is a startup accelerator within MIT Startup Exchange, featuring 25 “industry ready” 
startups that have proven to be exceptional with early use cases, clients, demos, or 
partnerships, and are poised for significant growth. STEX25 startups receive promotion, 
travel, and advisory support, and are prioritized for meetings with ILP’s 260 member 
companies.

MIT Startup Exchange and ILP are integrated programs of MIT Corporate Relations.

July 29, 2020 9:00 am - 10:00 am

https://startupexchange.mit.edu/


9:05am - 9:30am Energy & Materials: Startup Lightning Talks with Q&A
Ricardo Oliveira
Cofounder & CTO, 2D Materials

Ricardo Oliveira
Cofounder & CTO
2D Materials

Dr. Ricardo Oliveira is cofounder and CTO of 2D Materials. He has more than 15 years of 
experience in materials science and engineering. Dr. Oliveira was formerly the senior 
research fellow and manager of the Industrial Development Laboratory, Centre for Advanced 
2D Materials at the National University of Singapore, and he led the development of 2DM’s 
technology.

Robert Hilty, PhD, PE
VP Research & Development, Xtalic

Robert Hilty, PhD, PE
VP Research & Development
Xtalic

Bob joined Xtalic in 2015 as vice president of research and development. He is responsible 
for seeking out and developing new product technologies and engaging with customers to 
solve challenging technical problems. He has over 20 years of experience in global research 
and development and product development roles. From 2007 to 2012, Bob led research and 
development at Tyco Electronics and from 2012 to 2014, he was the chief technology officer 
at TE Circuit Protection Business. Bob has a history of implementing new materials and 
process technologies in broad industries including consumer electronics, automotive, 
industrial, and communications. He holds a BS degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
Temple University and a Ph.D. in Materials Engineering and Science from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute.

Energy & Materials

EQuota Energy: Intelligent energy management services with AI and big data. 
2D Materials: High performance graphene for industrial materials performance
Xtalic: Nanostructured metal alloys & coatings for anti-corrosion and cost reduction
Labby: Accurate, rapid, and affordable materials analysis using portable 
spectroscopy 

https://2dmsolutions.com/
https://2dmsolutions.com/
https://www.xtalic.com/
https://www.xtalic.com/
http://equotaenergy.com/en/
http://equotaenergy.com/en/
https://2dmsolutions.com/
https://www.xtalic.com/
https://www.xtalic.com/
https://www.labbyinc.com/


9:30am - 10:00am Robotics, Healthcare, and Blockchain: Startup Lightning Talks and Q&A
Thanos Kosmidis
Cofounder & CEO, CareAcross

Thanos Kosmidis
Cofounder & CEO
CareAcross

Thanos Kosmidis received his MEng in Computing from Imperial College (UK), his MS in 
Information Networking from Carnegie Mellon University (USA), and has been an Advanced 
Study Fellow at MIT’s Sloan School of Management (USA).

He has 20 years of experience in the technical and commercial divisions of high-tech 
companies in USA and Europe. His last post, which he left to build CareAcross, was that of 
deputy director at a large telecommunications' firm strategic commercial planning 
department.

He has solid experience in managing multiple local and remote teams, including growing a 
team of 5 to reach 180 people across three countries and five timezones. He has led 
multimillion dollar projects from inception to delivery, and is experienced in the full lifecycle 
of products and services.

Mr. Kosmidis is an active member of the international Health 2.0 organisation promoting the 
application of technology in healthcare, and a frequently invited speaker and presenter at 
international conferences in digital health.

Finally, Mr. Kosmidis is serving as a Assembly Member for the European Commission’s 
“Mission on Cancer”, and as a technology expert for the European Commission Initiative on 
Breast Cancer (ECIBC), and the Quality Assurance Scheme Development Group (QASDG) 
in particular.

Jennifer Jiang
Cofounder & CEO, BlockTEST

Jennifer Jiang
Cofounder & CEO
BlockTEST

Jennifer is an 18-year Wall Street veteran who has been active in blockchain since 2014 
with passion to drive open banking. Before she co-founded BlockTEST with MIT research 
scientists in 2018, she’d led at global and regional leadership roles at JPMorgan and 
previously at Merrill Lynch and Citigroup, across investment banking and global capital 
markets. Currently Jennifer also serves as a senior advisor at Harvard CAM Lab and advisor 
committee of ID2020, a global alliance committed to digital identity. Jennifer holds an M. Sc 
in Management of Technology from MIT, an MBA from McGill University and a Bachelor in 
Statistics from Renmin University of China.

Robotics & Healthcare

Realtime Robotics: Robot autonomy in dynamic workcells
Dynocardia: Wearable, continuous, non-invasive blood pressure measurement
CareAcross: Personalized digital health coach for cancer patients
BlockTEST: Optimizing blockchain solutions to enhance the flow of materials, data, 
and finance 

https://www.careacross.com/
https://www.careacross.com/
https://blocktest.com/
https://blocktest.com/
https://rtr.ai/
https://rtr.ai/
https://www.dynocardia.care/
https://www.dynocardia.care/
https://www.careacross.com/
https://blocktest.com/

